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necessary work himself. He was commissioned to
build the conveniences and was given the required
finance, and shortly afterwards fourteen conveniences
stood ready in various parts of the city. The inhabi-
tants of Urga at first stood round these new sights
and gazed at them with admiration, but after a few
days they made a point of giving them a wide berth.
Finally a deputation was sent to the Government to
ask for the removal of the new "public buildings/'
as the people of Urga considered it "far better to
have human excreta consumed by dogs than to have
it stored in the middle of the town/' The Government
lost no time in complying with the citizens" request,
and soon the public conveniences disappeared from
the streets of Urga.

So that, too, went on as before. Men and women
continued to crouch down on the edge of the pave-
ment, in main roads as well as in side streets, and
calmly proceeded to satisfy the claims of nature.
What made this custom still more remarkable was
the fact that solo performances were rare; gtoups
of five or six people used to forgather on the pave-
ment and carry on a conversation lasting for many
minutes. Then came the dogs and cleared away all
traces of the social gathering.

After the advent of the National Government a
few public buildings after the European style were
erected in Urga, and the old Chinese and Tibetan
styles of architecture were also almost completely
abandoned in private buildings* The new buildings,
which rose by the score, looked clumsy and ugly